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any representative of the southern tribes, such as
Manahil, Rashid and other sections of Ahl Kathir. There ted
been none of these about in the Hasa at the time, and we
could only hope that we might later on be able to recruit
suitable individuals from some of them in the southern sands
with the help of Ibn Jiluwi's letters. Zayid and Ibn Ma'addi
represented the town-bred element with tribal affinities,
while the rest of the party were townees pure and simple
with more or less specific functions.
So much for the human element of our expedition. We
had 32 camels, all females except one gelding and all of
various strains of the famous ' Umaniya breed whose rela-
tionship to camel-kind in general is comparable to that of
the Najd race among horses. Our animals were all bred to
the sands, of the type known as Itamliyat,1 as opposed to
those of the steppe, which are too heavily bred for work in the
eternal sands. Three of them were milch animals,2 one of
which was allotted by Ibn Jiluwi's personal orders to my
exclusive use. In money value the beasts ranged down from
the princely sum of 500 dollars (about L25) to some 150 or
200. Such prices are considered high in Arabia at the present
time though during the War they ranged a good deal higher.
Doubtless in Egypt and the Sudan better prices are obtain-
able for first-class riding camels.
We seemed to have a prodigious amount of stores, for we
were provisioned on the assumption of a three months'
journey, and in fact there was precious little left of anything
when we re-entered the civilised world after two and a half
months in the desert. Dates and rice formed the bulk of our
commissariat (with two special skins of the best Khalas dates
of the Hasa intended by the governor for my own use), while
coffee, tea, sugar and butter with accessories such as carda-
mum, cinnamon, onions, salt, pepper, etc., had not been for-
gotten. In fact the only serious omission, which I realised
too late, was that of flour. Of that we had none for two and
a half months — and often we longed for it. There is nothing
1	From Raml, meaning sand.
2	Called Mish (plural Misuh) — z.e,, milch -camols without their calves ; the
term Khalfa is used of such animals when their calves arc in attendance.

